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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
  We Players on ALCATRAZ 2009-2011      

ALCATRAZ ISLAND TO HOST WE PLAYERS PERFORMANCE OF HAMLET IN FIRST-
EVER THEATER ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE ON THE ROCK 

 
In programmatic partnership with the National Park Service, We Players - a dynamic young theater 
company, is creating site-specific theater events addressing the themes of incarceration, isolation, 
justice and redemption on Alcatraz Island. In fall 2010, the company will present an island-wide, 
interactive production of Shakespeare’s Hamlet.  
 
San Francisco, CA.  July 8, 2010 - - -Through a multi-year collaboration with the National Park Service, 
which is the first theater residency on Alcatraz, We Players will present performances and programs 
both on and off the island. Using both classical plays and contemporary writings, We Players’ events 
will stimulate awareness and conversation around the themes of incarceration, isolation, justice, and 
redemption.  
 
We Players’ production of Hamlet by William Shakespeare will open on October 2nd 2010, and will 
fully inhabit The Rock. We Players’ designated audiences will have unprecedented opportunities to 
enter parts of the island ordinarily closed to visitors. In addition, the park’s regular visitors will 
encounter performance environments throughout the island that will enhance their experience of the 
space and its history and provoke contemplation of project themes.  
 
In September 2009, We Players presented Ellen McLaughlin’s Iphigenia and Other Daughters on 
Alcatraz. Performances took place on the dock landing and used the amphitheater, as well as the 
multiple levels afforded by the balconies of the three-tiered Officers' Building. The stage extended 
vertically to include views of the fantastic ruins of the former Warden’s Mansion, and the iconic 
lighthouse above. With Hamlet, the use of space will expand to include the entire island; carefully 
crafted staging, performance installations, special interpretation programs, and gallery spaces throughout 
the park will make the play a valuable and provocative contribution to the experience of all visitors.  We 
Players’ theater residency on Alcatraz will culminate in Summer 2011, with interactive on-site 
installations, featuring collaborations between We Players and other local artists and activists.   
 
“We are thrilled about this opportunity to explore the island and its themes with both regular visitors and 
our audiences,” said We Players Artistic Director, Ava Roy. 
 
“We Players’ production of Hamlet will offer visitors a unique way to understand the deeper messages 
of the island,” said Howard Levitt, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Chief of Communications. 
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WHAT: We Players in programmatic 
partnership with the National Park Service on 
Alcatraz Island, 2009-2011.  
Alcatraz Site Supervisor - Amy Brees 
www.nps.gov/alcatraz     
 
HAMLET on ALCATRAZ, fall 2010.  
 
WHO: We Players artist collective 
www.weplayers.org 
Artistic Director - Ava Roy 
Development Coordinator - Lauren Dietrich 
Production Stage Manager - Tanya Orellana 
Public Relations Liaison - Phoebe Gelfand 
Ranger Interpretation Liaison - Steve Boss 
  
 
SCHEDULE: Events: 
 
HAMLET on ALCATRAZ 
SATURDAYS and SUNDAYS  
October 2nd through November 21st 
Boats leave from Pier 33 
 
Detailed schedule and tickets will be  
posted at: www.weplayers.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
About the company 
 
We Players presents performance events that 
transform public spaces into realms of 
participatory theater. We aim to bring 
communities together by reclaiming local 
spaces for public discourse and promoting civic 
celebration through art. Extending the 
transformative powers of performance beyond 
the stage, we invite the audience to actively 
engage and awaken to the spectacular world 
around us.  
 
Past performances have included: Iphigenia and 
Other Daughters, inaugural performance on the 
Alcatraz dock landing/amphitheater; Macbeth at 
Fort Point, the Civil War era stone fort located 
beneath the Golden Gate Bridge; The Tempest at 
the Albany Bulb, a former landfill turned 
community art park, House of Will, performed 
from windows, balconies and rooftops of a four 
story house; Jabberwocky, on the grounds of the 
Stanford University Mausoleum. 
 
 


