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San Francisco, CA-  Tickets are now on sale for We Players’ newest piece running 

August 16- September 30. San Francisco’s Music Concourse in Golden Gate Park provides the 

stage for We Players’ brand new adaptation of Shakespeare’s classic, CAESAR MAXIMUS. 

Influenced by the Gilded Age, this fall we’ll explore a Roman Republic corrupted by machine 

politics and old money. Incorporating the nineteenth century popular entertainments of Opera and 

Circus, this multi-disciplinary, site-integrated production explores power, grief, and popular 

action. Inspired by the bloody history of civil unrest, the piece leans into the blind fury of a 

righteously angry mob and opens up Shakespeare’s greatest political parable for our own 

tumultuous time.  

 

She Came. She Saw. She Conquered.   

In a bold casting choice, the production will feature a female Caesar with long time We Player 

Libby Oberlin taking up the mantle of the titular character. Of playing the role as a woman, Oberlin 

says “Playing a female Caesar, a character who possesses so much power, and influence over the 

men and populous of Rome, seems all the more urgent during this stark moment where we find 

ourselves in 2018.”  In conversation about the unconventional choice, Director Ava Roy explained 

“We Players has a long history of non-traditional casting, from our Hamlet (who was played by a 

woman in 2010) to our androgynous Pucks in Midsummer of Love. In those cases however, we 

didn’t focus on gender, it was irrelevant. This time around: it is absolutely about gender. Caesar as 

a woman lends this incredible depth and relevance to the quality of the senate’s distrust. Why are 
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they so threatened by her power? As we’re finding out- what’s becoming clearer and clearer 

through this social reckoning that we’re experiencing- female power is threatening to the status 

quo and those who would see it upheld.” 

 

About our Cast 

A combination of new and returning faces comprise the cast of this upcoming piece. Joining 

Oberlin in playing a traditionally male role as female, JJ Van Name makes her Bay Area debut as 

Cassius. Returning We Players include Chris Steele (Romeo and Juliet, Midsummer of Love) as 

Casca and, fresh from their turns in Roman Women, Lauren Hayes, Britt Lauer, and Emily 

Stone as Calpurnia, Portia, and The Soothsayer respectively. Rotimi Agbabiaka as Antony, 

Joseph Schommer as Brutus, Alan Coyne as The Cobbler,  and Hunter McNair as The 

Carpenter all make their We Players debut. Zoltan DiBartolo as our Opera-singing Cinna the 

Poet and Oscar Velarde as Juggler Extraordinaire, newcomers both, round out the cast. 

 

About the Place 

Golden Gate Park’s Music Concourse, originally constructed as the Grand Court for the Midwinter 

Fair of 1894, becomes Rome on Election Day. This vibrant civic space perfectly transforms into the 

hustling, bustling Circus that is the city under Caesar. Most often recognized as the promenade 

between the de Young and the Academy of Science, the space is an attraction in its own right with 

its Temple of Music, pollarded Wych Elms, and grand Rideout Fountain. Processing through the 

space, the performance will utilize the entire length of the Music Concourse. Our final act, the 

horror of war viewed from inside a medical tent, plays in the iron-gated pedestrian tunnel as the 

ghosts of the dead haunt the few left living.  

 

Community Engagement 

 
 
The Commonwealth club will host We Players for two events on July 12 and July 19th. 

Join us July 12th to discuss both The Tragedy of Julius Caesar and our new adaptation of 

Shakespeare's play.  

 

And on July 19th: Julius Caesar’s ambition, writing, generalship and brutal death on the Roman 

Senate floor continue to fascinate us more than 2,000 years later. Our panel will discuss both why 

 
 



 

Caesar continues to hold our attention, and the related world premiere of CAESAR MAXIMUS at 

The Music Concourse. 

Tickets Available Here 

 
ABOUT WE PLAYERS 

We Players was recently recognized by Backstage.com as one of seven companies around the globe 

producing groundbreaking immersive theatre. We Players was featured in American Theatre 

Magazine’s cover story on immersive theatre and was honored by San Francisco Magazine with the 

“Best of the Bay” pick for their unique site-specific performance work noting, “We Players didn’t 

just break the fourth wall, it toppled the whole playhouse.” We Players has received several “Best of 

Bay” awards from the SF Weekly, including this mention in their 2015 award, “We Players actors 

have the ability to draw power out of their surroundings, channeling it into spectacular, immersive 

experiences for audience members unlike anything you’ll see on Broadway.” 

 

We Players creates site-integrated performances that transform public spaces into realms of 

participatory theatre in an effort to engage with history and the environment, bips with place. Our 

work inspires, awakens the senses, and connects people with each other and the landscape. We 

Players is a Bay Area arts non-profit founded in 2000 at Stanford University by Ava Roy. For more 

information about We Players, please visit www.weplayers.org. 
 

 

Calendar Listing Information 

Location: The Music Concourse in Golden Gate Park 

Dates:  Previews: August 16- August 19 Run: August 24-September 30 

Times: August 16-September 9 at 5:30, September 13-16 at 5:00, September 20-30 at 4:30 

Tickets: $35-$80 

Tickets available at: www.weplayers.org 

 

Information, group sales, and educational opportunities contact:  

Britt Lauer: britt@weplayers.org 
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