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The Place: 
We Players, Rova Saxophone Quartet, and inkBoat physical theatre and dance will present 
BEOWULF  at Fort Mason’s Aquatic Park and Chapel from March 11-April 16. 
Continuing We Players’ 10 years of unprecedented partnership with the National Park Service and 
California State Parks, the company will once again integrate a classic work of literature into a 
National Historic Landmark. We Players, in partnership with both San Francisco Maritime 
National Historical Park and Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture, hopes to inspire locals to visit 
this backyard treasure and entice outer Bay Area residents to make the journey to San Francisco’s 
Northern Waterfront to experience this innovative exploration of the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf.  
 
The Production: We Players will present a sweeping site-integrated production inspired by the 
ancient epic BEOWULF  along the northern waterfront of San Francisco and in the historic chapel 
at Fort Mason Center.  This world premiere is a collaboration between We Players, Rova 
Saxophone Quartet, and the dance theatre company inkBoat, led by artistic director Shinichi 
Iova-Koga.  In keeping with We Players’ signature site-integrated theatre events, the performance 
will move throughout an historic landscape as the story unfolds.  Action will commence in Aquatic 
Park and environs and move from there through National Park lands to upper Fort Mason. 
Audiences will travel on foot, led by the warrior Beowulf and his fellow Geats to the mighty hall of 
Hrothgar, the Danish King, with a historic wooden chapel serving as the royal hall.  In the hall, 
audiences and actors will break bread together as the narrative unfolds. The sounds emanating 
forth reach the ears of the monster Grendel, sequestered in his lonely cave of shadows, and draw 
him into the light.  With Grendel’s arrival, the battle between Monster and Hero ensues.  While 
there will be recognizable elements of the original story, the piece will also incorporate diverse 
abstractions inspired by the more fundamental thematic exploration of heroes and monsters and 
how they live among and within us all.  Devised through a collaborative, ensemble-based process, 
the piece is fundamentally an exploration of darkness and light, power and conquest, monstrosity 
and heroism, performed through startling imagery, rich soundscape, and intense physicality.  
 
The Players: 
We Players  was founded in the spring of 2000 by Ava Roy, then a freshman undergraduate at 
Stanford University. While the company did not incorporate at as 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
until spring 2012, We Players has been staging large-scale, site-integrated productions of classical 
plays nearly without pause since the first production in 2000 on the Stanford campus.  
 
inkBoat  is a physical theatre and dance company founded by Shinichi Iova-Koga in 1998. The 
company performs in theatres and site-specific locations. Repertory and research integrate the 
interplay of multiple artistic disciplines and viewpoints, both experimental and traditional, 
resulting in original performance compositions. Themes and subjects arise from meticulous 
examination of everyday life, with primary content arising from the body, resulting in both refined 

http://rova.org/
http://rova.org/
http://www.weplayers.org/
http://www.inkboat.com/
http://www.inkboat.com/
http://www.inkboat.com/inkbio/shinichi_iova_koga/
http://www.inkboat.com/practice/inkground/
http://www.inkboat.com/about/collaborators/
http://www.inkboat.com/works/
http://www.inkboat.com/practice/


 

and raw expressions. inkBoat derives inspiration from working in wild, natural settings and urban 
existence. 
 
Rova Saxophone Quartet  explores the synthesis of composition and collective improvisation, 
creating exciting, genre-bending music that challenges and inspires. Beginning in 1978, Rova is one 
of the longest-standing groups in the music movement that has its roots in post-bop, free jazz, 
avant-rock, and 20th century new music, and draws inspiration from the visual arts and from the 
traditional and popular music styles of Africa, Asia, Europe and the United States.  

 

EXPERIENCING FORT MASON WITH WE PLAYERS 
As with recent and ongoing collaborations at other National and State Park Sites (Alcatraz Island 
2009-2011, Fort Point 2013-2014, SF Maritime 2011-2017, Marin Headlands 2014, Sutro Baths/ 
Land’s End 2015, Petaluma Adobe 2016)  We Players entices visitors to environmentally rich, 
historically and culturally charged sites, and invites guests to experience these places with their 
senses awakened. "An essential goal of our work is to inspire in our audience personal relationships 
with the places in which we play," says Artistic Director Ava Roy.  
 
 
ABOUT WE PLAYERS 
We Players was recently recognized by Backstage.com as one of seven companies around the globe 
producing groundbreaking immersive theatre. We Players was featured in American Theatre 
Magazine’s cover story on immersive theatre and was honored by San Francisco Magazine with the 
“Best of the Bay” pick for their unique site-specific performance work noting, “We Players didn’t 
just break the fourth wall, it toppled the whole playhouse.” We Players has received 
several “Best of Bay” awards from the SF Weekly, including this mention in their 2015 award, “We 
Players actors have the ability to draw power out of their surroundings, channeling it 
into spectacular, immersive experiences for audience members unlike anything 
you’ll see on Broadway.” 
 
We Players creates site-integrated performances that transform public spaces into realms of 
participatory theatre in an effort to engage with history and the environment, build community, 
and activate personal relationships with place. Our work inspires, awakens the senses, and 
connects people with each other and the landscape. We Players is a Bay Area arts 
non-profit founded in 2000 at Stanford University by Ava Roy. For more information about We 
Players, please visit www.weplayers.org. 
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Calendar Listing Information 

In partnership with inkBoat dance and Rova Saxophone Quartet  

We Players, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, 
and Fort Mason Center for Art and Culture present 

BEOWULF 
at 

Aquatic Park and Fort Mason Chapel 
 
 

Dates: March 11-April 16 
Times: Varies based on the sunset 
Location: 1100 Bay St, San Francisco 94109 
Tickets: $30-$80 
Tickets will be available at: www.weplayers.org 
 
Information, group sales, and educational opportunities contact:  
Lauren Anne Hewitt, Managing Director 
Email: laurenhewitt@weplayers.org 
Website: WePlayers.org 
 
For press reservations or more information email press@weplayers.org. 
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